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DETAILED ACTION 
SPECIFICATION 
Abstract 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because of its length. An Abstract 
should be limited to no more than 150. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

CLAIMS 
Summary 

Claims 1,15 and 21 are the independent claims under consideration in this Office 

Action. 

Claims 2-14,16-20 and 22-25 are the dependent claims under consideration in 
this Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claims 1-3,5,7-9,1 1.13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over "Mom's Blankets Cover Life in Army" by Jacquin Sanders. 

Sanders discloses the invention substantially as claimed. Sanders teaches a 
blanket having military patches sewn thereon and further teaches at least some of those 
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patche.s as coming from her husband's uniform(s). Her son teaches that "the first thing 
the men did when they got to camp was have their old patches taken off and the 3''^ 
Army patches sewn on". Accordingly, this newspaper article teaches providing an 
article with a first adornment layer sewn on at least a substrates layer of a uniform and 
stocking the item with the first appearance to meet and actual or anticipated demand for 
the article having the first appearance. In this case it would have been the need to 
stock uniforms with patches in anticipation of the soldiers joining the Army. When the 
solders arrived at the tailor's office of Fort Lee, Virginia, the appearance of the article 
was changed from said first appearance by "taking off" the first adornment and providing 
a second adornment in its place and attaching the second adornment to the article 
(uniform) and thus making the article with the second appearance available, to the 
soldier to meet an actual demand for presentation of the 3'^'^ Army patch on the uniform. 
However, Sander's does not specifically suggest releasing the stitching to allow the first 
adornment to be separated from the article. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to remove the stitching of the "old" patch by releasing or cutting 
the stitching so as to separate the patch from the article. Providing such a cutting/ 
releasing step is the most common, easiest and neatest way to remove a patch from a 
uniform. 
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Claims 1-5,7 and 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kronenberger (6,272,689). 

Kronenberger discloses the invention substantially as claimed. Kronenberger 
teaches a method of providing an article with a first adornment layer and then removing 
this layer and replacing it with a second adornment layer. Kronenberger teaches 
providing a headwear or cap article with an exposed substrate visor layer and providing 
a first adornment (figures 3 or 4) and stitching (column 1 , line 65, for example) which 
can comprise an athletic team or other information (column 2, line 25-29, for example). 
The article is stocked or displayed and made available for purchase and where the 
adornment can be changed depending on a demand by the user. A second adornment 
is provided where the first adornment is selectively replaced by the second adornment 
(figure 4, for example), where the second adornment is attached to the cap by stitching 
or adhesive. However, Kronenberger does not specifically suggest releasing the 
stitching to allow the first adornment to be separated from the article. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to remove the stitching of the "old" patch by releasing or cutting 
the stitching so as to separate the patch from the article. Providing such a cutting/ 
releasing step is the most common, easiest and neatest way to remove a patch from a 
uniform. 
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Claims 6,13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kronenberger (6,272,689). 

Kronenberger discloses the invention substantially as claimed. Kronenberger 
teaches a method of providing an article with a first adornment layer and then removing 
this layer and replacing it with a second adornment layer. Kronenberger teaches 
providing a headwear or cap article with an exposed substrate visor layer and providing 
a first adornment (figures 3 or 4) and stitching (column 1, line 65, for example) which 
can comprise an athletic team or other information (column 2, line 25-29, for example). 
However, Kronenberger, as modified above, does not further suggest the second 
adornment as being of the type where it identifies a competing team to the first 
adornment sports team or a first participant and second participant. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to further construct or define the second adornment as including 
a competing team to the first adornment or a competing participant relative to a second 
participant. Kronenberger teaches the information of the second adornment can be 
different from the first and that the information can relate to an athletic team. Providing 
a competing team or participant identifier as the second adornment would be desirable 
to a person selling the caps since this could double the sales of such an article, where 
the cap is made available to the fans of both teams. 
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Claims 15-17 and 20-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Shwartz et al. (6,675,512). 

Shwartz et al. disclose the invention substantially as claimed. Shwartz et al. 
teach a headwear piece or cap comprising a crown 41 for placement on the head of a 
user and a bill 42 projecting from the crown. The cap has a substrate layer for 
attachment of an adornment 1 1 and 20 thereon. The adornment is sewn (column 4, line 
19) to the substrate. The adornment 20 includes extensions 23 which are bent behind 
the adornment 1 1 (figure 3B) for attachment to this. When the adornment part 20 is 
replaced, then the adornment 1 1 is removed from the cap and the extensions are 
straightened and second different adornment 20 is replaced with extensions re-bent. 
The adornment 1 1 is then stitched in place again. Schwartz et al. teach that the 
adornment can comprise a logo or a special event. However, Shwartz et al. do not 
specifically define the stitching as being a tack stitching. 

Shwartz et al. teach in figure 4A an adornment where the stitching is placed in 
discrete points with separations therebetween. This spacing denotes a tack stitching 
where the sewing is performed at distinct points separated therebetween. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to construct or define the stitching in Shwartz et al, as being of 
the tack stitching type where the stitching is provided in discrete points with spacing 
therebetween. 
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Claims 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Shwartz et al. 

Shwartz et al. disclose the invention substantially as claimed. Shwartz et al. 
teach a headwear piece or cap comprising a crown 41 for placement on the head of a 
user and a bill 42 projecting from the crown. The cap has a substrate layer for 
attachment of an adornment 1 1 and 20 thereon. The adornment is taught as including a 
logo or a special event. The adornment is sewn (column 4, line 19) to the substrate. 
The adornment 20 includes extensions 23 which are bent behind the adornment 1 1 
(figure 3B) for attachment to this. When the adornment part 20 is replaced, then the 
adornment 1 1 is removed from the cap and the extensions are straightened and second 
different adornment 20 is replaced with extensions re-bent. The adornment 1 1 is then 
stitched in place again. Providing a headwear or cap article with an exposed substrate 
visor layer and providing a first adornment (figures 3 or 4) and stitching (column 1 , line 
65, for example) which can comprise an athletic team or other information (column 2, 
line 25-29, for example). However, Kronenberger, as modified above, does not further 
suggest the second adornment as being of the type where it identifies a competing team 
to the first adornment sports team or a first participant and second participant. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to construct or define the second adornment as further including 
a competing team to the first adornment or a competing participant relative to a second 
participant. Providing a competing team or participant identifier as the second 
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adornment would be desirable to a person selling the caps since this could double the 
sales of such an article, where the cap is made available to the fans of both teams. 

PERTINENT CITATIONS 
The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Ketter illustrates bar tack stitching. Druskoczi illustrates a book 
cover having portions thereon tack stitched. Kronenberger 702 illustrates a sewn 
adornment including a frangible portion removable for exposing a second adornment. 
Kemper illustrates covers tack stitched for removal and exposure of underlying figures. 
Burrell et al., and Fortuna illustrate an applique including tack stitching being covered by 
overlying stitching. Walter illustrates sewn identifiers on a horse blanket. 

INQUIRIES 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ismael Izaguirre whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4987. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-6:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Calvert can be reached on (571 ) 272-4983. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information, regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you v^buld like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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